
T  R  A  N  ·  S  I  ·  T  I  O  N
[tran-zish-uhn]

1. movement, passage, or change from one position, state, stage, subject, concept, etc., to another; change:
noun

Destroyed by the 1960 earthquake/tsunami, Puerto Saavedra dispersed itself across the coastal landscape of central 
Chile, dividing itself into five settlements. Culturally similar but disconnected territorially, infrastructurally, and 
architecturally the inhabitants must transition themselves from this dilapidated urban structure, this tsunami and flood 
risk lifestyle into a functional, responsive society while catering to touristic, residential, hydrological, and geographical 
challenges.

On a territorial scale Puerto Saavedra is disconnected as a municipality and an efficient, functional community. The 
proposed bus route and hiking trails not only reconnect the five settlements physically but also provide touristic 
involvement and immersion into Saavedra’s landscape while providing transportation for resident and tourist alike. 
Connecting bus and hiking routes at half-mile walking distances defines segments for ease of exit and entry into either 
system or between, and intertwine at specific points of interest (i.e. view spots, camping sites, beach fronts, a boat 
dock). 

Infrastructural connections and functions mitigate tsunami damage and flood impact on the community, reducing and 
alleviating risk and endangerment from tsunami and flood. The network of scuppers and reservoirs interwoven 
throughout the Bajo city structure alleviate the inundation of 21st May Canal, and the paired vegetation of those 
systems allows for a more livable environment before, during, and after flooding. Reorganizing the existing urban grid 
into defensive segments also provides alleviation to tsunami and flood impact, while providing touristic and residential 
program in normal circumstances.   

Rebuilding and rejuvenating the dilapidated Bajo areas to act as transitional forms provides a more adaptive lifestyle 
that accepts and adapts tsunami and flood risk as a natural force both incredible and inevitable. The ability to sprawl 
out in times of active participation, assemble together in times of inner solitude, and secure the community in times of 
peril form transitional architecture activated by both the community and the imminent need that surrounds them.
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