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Recently the Tianguis (informal market) Las Torres, which had settled 
informally for over 25 years on “Las Torres” Avenue, was evicted. 

A new tianguis proposal will be located on a plot of land that is 
currently vacant and next to the proposed extension of “Las Torres” 
Avenue.  The new market will have a secure roof structure, green 
spaces, and exclusive areas for different types of commerce and 
services (food, clothes, crafts, etc…). 

It is suggested that the proposed market be financed by the 
municipality, and paid for over time with a modest rent charged to 
the tianguistas. 

HOUSING / VIVIENDA

The proposed housing solution will act as a canvas - a frame which will provide structural integrity while 
allowing and encouraging future contingency. The housing proposal will empower the informal settlers - 
allowing them to alter, expand and appropriate their dwellings. In addition, the housing scheme isn’t viewed 
as individual units, rather, it is viewed as a community of dwellings that can collectively reduce building 
costs and provide collective neighborhood spaces such as community kitchen/dining areas and collective 
laundry facilities. The proposed housing units will be located in unused sections of the settlement and on 
the lower parts of the new landfill. The housing proposals can also be incorporated into the existing urban 
fabric in places that are underdeveloped due to decades of corruption and a lack of personal resources.
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The housing situation in Chimalhuacán is heterogeneous; some of 
the existing houses have developed over time and have become 
safe and sturdy structures. On the other hand, there is a vast 
amount of dwellings that lack basic services, and their makeshift 
structure is assembled out of scavenged materials. These houses 
are highly prone to structural failure and natural disasters. 
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FLEXIBILITY TO ADAPT TO DIFFICULT SITES

Parachutist settlements such as Chimalhuacán are 
usually located on undesirable and inhospitable 
sites where they can settle without being 
removed. These sites can present problems such 
as difficult topographies, weak soil and flood 
prone areas. Therefore, social housing solutions 
must be adaptable to these conditions.
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